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We are inviting Students of 
Kytherian descent to submit 
their Year 2007 HSC Results 
and UAI scores for the          
Nicholas Anthony Aroney 
Encouragement Awards   
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This lovely Awards Dinner  
function will be held  at t���
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Please send Results ( copy of 
UAI result and Higher 
School  Certificate marks ) 
to: 
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Any enquiries should be 
addressed to Victor  
Kepreotis on 0408 216 108 
and for bookings please call 
Kathy Samios on 9349 1849.  
Closing date for applications 
is 19th March 2008. 
More details in next month’s 
newsletter. 
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"Mums and Bubs”   
outings are held on the last Friday of each 
month, for babies and children up to 5 years, for 
more information please call  
Erenie on 0410 318 053. 
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STARTS FRIDAY 8TH FEBRUARY  

Matraville High School  cnr Anzac Pde & Franklin 
Sts,Matraville.  

Infants      7.00pm-7.45pm 
Primary      7.45pm-8.30pm 
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James Prineas 
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Greetings to everyone.  Here I am again under 
pressure from my koumbaro George Vardas to  
contribute an article for the 2007/8 Summer edition 
of the Kytherian newsletter. Any true collector 
spends a lot of time researching the particular item 
he’s collecting. In this edition I am going to give 
you some examples of items that have not been 
fully researched (due to lack of time!), but I have 
found interesting nonetheless. Hopefully some of 
you may have more clues as to what or who they 
represent and I look forward to any further infor-
mation anyone of you may have.  
 
Firstly an Australian postcard with the acropolis 
sent by T. LAHANAS in Kempsey to 
S.ANDRONICO at Tenterfield dated 19-12-1907, 
exactly 100 years ago wishing him a Merry Xmas 
and Happy New Year. 
 

 
 

 
 

The second item is a postcard dated 1905 and 
shows the apparent merger of the two dimos 
(councils) of Kythera (Hora) and Potamos with a 
photo of S. Stais and N. Delakobias. This is a 
lovely early postcard of Kythera.  Spyros Stais was 
a very famous Kytherian who was appointed Min-
ister for Religious Affairs in 1904 and who used his 
position, according to Peter Vanges in his book 
“Kythera: a history”, to try and remove the Metro-
politan of Kythera at the time, Bishop Kavathas.  
1905 was also significant in Kytherian local history 
as that was the year that the National Bank of 
Greece opened its branch in Hora.  Spyros Stais 
was the mayor of Hora. 
 
Nicholas Delakovias was a lawyer who became 
mayor of Potamos.  He also wrote articles for vari-
ous local newspapers.  Any ideas as to the histori-
cal significance of this event would be appreciated.  
Was it a takeover by the mesa dimo of the exo 
dimo, for example? 
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he next  postcard  is of the lighthouse at 
Moudari (northern most point on Kythera) 
and is dated 2/1/1906 (another 100 year 

old card). Interestingly the postcard was sent to a 
Doctor George Photinos (he was from Milopo-
tamo) in Berlin.  After finishing his studies in 
Germany he went on to become the doctor in 
charge of Sygrou Hospital in Athens. 

 
Another more recent 1950’s? 
postcard of the same lighthouse 
and a young lady sitting on the 
nearby rocks but what is inter-
esting is the inscription on the 
back TAVERNA FILIO KALA-
MOS KYTHIRION.   The Mou-
dari lighthouse seems to have 
been used for advertising the 
taverna as Moudari and Kala-
mos are on opposite sides of the  
island.  There is only one other 
lighthouse on Kythera a smaller 
one at Kapsali.  After some pre-
liminary detective work by me 
at the Kytherian New Years Day 
Dance, one version given to me 
is that the lady depicted in the 
postcard may be Peter Faros’ 
sister-in-law, Matina Faros from 
Karavas.  However, it could be 
a modern copy of an old card 
because I have been told that Filio’s restaurant has only been around for about 10 years.  I need help to 
solve this apparent mystery. 

��������



���������	
��������	���������������	
��������	���������������	
��������	���������������	
��������	����������� ����� ����� ����� ������������

Next we have a postcard from Fratsia 
dated 29/11/1964 from Kaiti to her 
brother Cosma for his name day. If 
you have a close look you will see 
zigzag arrangements of flowers in 
boxes obviously for some important 
event (panigiri) but why are the flow-
ers arranged in this way?   At the  
recent Kytherian New Years dance 
Georgina Kalokerinos (now Bister-
bosch) remembers going to Fratsia in 
1968 and helping to make these  
flowers from coloured paper to cele-
brate an Agrotiki Eorti. 
 

 
 
Who are the six very beauti-
ful Kytherian ladies in the 
next postcard, which was 
dated 19/12/1950 sent to 
agapiti adelphia kai eksadel-
fia George (Mavromatis), 
Martha , Dionisi Martha 
(now Martha Stais) and 
Jimmy Aroney from Harry 
and Betina Mavromatis? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the last item – a palm tree at Kapsali? 
An unusual photo dated 1960 although in 
Peter Vanges’ book (at page 164) the 
same photo is reproduced and dated 1945. 
I am told it is a Vagionia tree whose 
leaves are used at Easter time for the 
vagion.  By the way, the card was sent at 
Christmas time in 1960 from Eleni E 
Kontoleon to Dimitri Aroney of Athens. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR   XPONIA POLLA  
TO YOU ALL 
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“The bold adventurer succeeds the best.” 
                 Ovid 
 
The scenes on TV from New Zealand were chaotic and spine-tingling.  
Amidst the clamour of horns from a flotilla of kayaks and cheering from 
thousands of onlookers two young sun-drenched kayakers - supporting each 
other -  slowly emerged from their kayak and strode, at times inelegantly but 
confidently, to the beach at New Plymouth where they were mobbed by well
-wishers and hugged by friends and relatives.  On 13 January 2008, after 62 
long and arduous days at sea, James Castrission, aged 25, and Justine Jones, 
24, had just completed the first trans-Tasman crossing by kayak . 
 
The boys had set out on 13 November 2007 in a custom-designed 9m kayak 
and sleeping pod to kayak 2,200 kilometres across the Tasman.  As James, 
son of Sydney lawyer John Castrission and Vivienne Castrission of Sydney, 
said prior to their departure: 
 
“It is one thing to stand on a peak that has been trampled all over… but to 
paddle a humble kayak across an ocean is a completely unique objective.”  
 
James and Justin actually paddled  1,000 
kilometres paddled more than the dis-
tance required to make the crossing, 
completing a large circle to avoid ocean 
currents at around the midway point in 
their epic journey.  Along the way they 
were bumped by sharks and faced strong 
headwinds and ten metre swells and 
other atrocious weather conditions.  As 
James stated on their website: 
 
"This whole trip has been about heart 
and the mental willpower to keep on 
going, and keep on pushing." 
 
Their “Crossing the Ditch” expedition 
has marked a new record in human  
endeavour and endurance.  We salute 
these brave adventurers and commend 
them on their spirit of adventure and 
their skill and heroism in completing 
their epic kayak crossing against  
unbelievable odds. James Castrission 
and Justin Jones have conquered an 
ocean and their names are now forever 
part of the adventurer’s lexicon. 
George Vardas 

 
James Castrission 

The young kayakers photographed just off the New Zealand coastline  

James Castrission 
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Please forward any items you 
wish to be included in our 
Newsletter to  
The EDITOR  
PO Box A203 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235  

 or 
kaanewsletter@optusnet.com.a

u 
 
Please Note: 
Those submitting articles to this 
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George Vardas 
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Kristina Williamson (right) at the New York opening of her 
exhibition with the Greek Consul-General, Catherine Boura. 
 

Kristina at the Potamos markets (photo: S. Trifyllis) 
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This is too easy 

Captain Angelo Andrew at the helm 

  Those Kytherian girls are fast!.. 

Lucky Emmanuel Varipatis with his “admirers” 

Emmanuel Calligeros has them hanging on for grim life.. 
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��������he British occupation of the Ionian Islands in 
the first half of the 19th century is a source of 

rich historical materials and records maintained by 
the British Colonial Office at the National Archives 
at Kew in London.   Inspired by George Cassim, I 
have started to follow online auctions and in a  
recent auction held in Greece of Ionian Islands 
ephemera and collectables my attention was 
drawn to an envelope addressed to Major H.  
Harvest, the British Resident in Cerigo, in  
December 1853.  The letter, which did not sell at 
auction (it had a reserve of 500 Euro), is  
reproduced below.  Note the reference to Cerigo 
as an “extremely unusual destination”. 
 
Although the contents of the envelope have long 
since been lost, this envelope has kindled my 
imagination.  Kythera at this time was still  
considered a colonial outpost and very much a 
solitary station for the British Resident and soldiers 
stationed there.  What did the British  
representative on the island do?  What were in his  
communications to his superiors?  An interesting 
insight into the work of the British Resident is  
provided by Nikos Blassopoulos in a paper 
(delivered in Greek) entitled “Kythera in the c 
correspondence of the British resident Edward D 

Harvest (1860-61)”  delivered at the First Interna-
tional Symposium of Kytherian Studies – Kythera: 
Myth and reality – held in Kythera in September 
2000. 
 
Blassopoulos reviewed 32 letters exchanged  
between the second Major Harvest and the then 
Lord High Commissioner for the Ionian Islands, Sir 
Henry Storks, based in Corfu.  As the author Peter 
Prineas has confirmed, there were two Residents 
by the name of Harvest who served in Kythera at 
different times – presumably they were brothers.  
The letters reviewed by Blassopoulos covered a 
wide range of subjects including the administration 
of justice on the island.  For example, in  
September 1860 charges were levelled against a 
teacher by the name of Mavrokefalos that he had 
falsely issued a pass result to a student.  Major 
Harvest took a personal interest in the case and 
became convinced that the teacher was innocent 
and eventually allowed him to leave Kythera to 
return to Ithaca. 
 
In December 1860 Major Harvest was advised by 
letter from Sir Henry Storks to arrange for a local 
dissident and reputed anarchist by the name of 
Maheriotis, who was in prison in Kythera, to be 
transported to Corfu for trial.  It turned out that 
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Maheriotis had a relative in the Ionian Senate and was 
trying to oppose the transfer on the grounds that he was 
medically unfit to travel.  The prisoner produced a medi-
cal certificate by a Dr Speratzas.  The Lord High Com-
missioner wrote to Major Harvest casting doubt on the 
medical certificate and commented that “you know how 
easy it is for anyone to get a medical certificate” and 
urged the Resident to visit the prisoner and form his own 
view as to he state of Maheriotis’ health.  As it turned out 
Maheriotis was sent back to Corfu where he was  
convicted and sentenced to six months’ exile on Kythera. 
 
Major Harvest in other correspondence expressed his 
concern at the state of education on Kythera and in  
particular the shortage of teachers on the island.  In one 
letter he wrote about the school principal, Madam Hui, 
who for 30 years had been teaching needlework.  The 
Resident was anxious that she not be allowed to leave 
and that her wages should be increased and that she be 
given an assistant to remain on the island. 
 

Finally, in May 1861, Major Harvest wrote to the Lord 
High Commissioner commenting on the growing push for 
unification within the Ionian Islands – including Kythera - 
with Greece.  He notes that on his third tour of the island 
he found considerable unrest amongst the local  
population.  The Resident wrote: 
 
“The locals are ignorant of politics and all they seek to do 
is to protect themselves from evil and to be left to earn 
their daily bread in peace.  On this island, as I believe in 
the other islands, the few activists causing the most  
trouble are not concerned about the real interests and 
well-being of their islands.  The worst troublemakers are 
Mr Panaretos,  Mr Theodoros Kasimatis, Ploigos and Mr 
Aggelinos Kotzabasis.” 
 
The British occupation of Kythera remains an interesting 
and intriguing part of the Ionian Islands’ history. 
 
George Vardas 
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A surprise birthday party was recently given for 
Helen Dracakis of Seaforth, by her husband 
Paul, children Peter and Kerry Dracakis, Nicho-
las and Leslie Dracakis, Terry and Fotina Geor-
gas, and Theodore Dracakis, and her grandchil-
dren, George and Olivia Georgas, and Paul, 
Christos, Alexander and Helena Dracakis. 
The occasion was celebrated at the Athenian 
Greek Restaurant in Sydney, and Helen was sur-
rounded by all her family and close friends, 
some who travelled from overseas to celebrate 
with her. Great food and good company en-
sured everyone had a wonderful time.  
 

“Na ta ekatostisis!” 
 

Hearty congratulations are also extended to Mrs Maria Castrission of Maroubra who celebrated her 80th 
Birthday with a surprise party given by her daughters Vicki Conomos and Irene Georgeson and their  
families. Maria, who has recently returned from London, visiting her two granddaughters Alexandra and 
Marissa Conomos, was thoroughly surprised and enjoyed celebrating with family and many old friends.  
 
=3��8�/�

 
Congratulations to Anna Comino and Bill Manthopoulos on 
their recent marriage. Anna and Bill were married at Crows Nest 
Greek Orthodox Church on 3 November 2007.  A lovely recep-
tion followed at Le Montage in Leichhardt. Their Koubaro was 
Nick Theodoridis. Anna is the daughter of Leo and Doula 
Comino of Eastwood and Bill is the son of Dino and Vivi Mantho-
poulos of Rosebery. 
We wish the lovely couple all the best for the future. 
 
/���@��8:��

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Melissa 
Mallos on attaining the de-
gree of " Bachelor of Arts / 
Law  with Honours" from 
Macquarie  University.  
Melissa is the daughter of 
George and Maria Mallos 
and the sister of Theodore 
Mallos. 

Congratulations also go to Alexandra Venar-
dos from Brisbane on having passed her final 
year Law exams.  Alexandra is the daughter of 
Angelo & Poppy, grand-daughter of Mike & 
Kate Venardos (now retired on the Gold Coast) 
& god-daughter of Theodore & Phylia Simos.   
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Books & CD’s for sale -  
can be purchased from the  
Kytherian Association of Australia: 
 

• History of Kythera by Peter Vanges $30 
 
• The Greeks in Queensland-A History from 1859 

to 1945 by Denis A Conomos (RRP $49.95) 
 
• Ta Tessera Spitia by Jim Saltis $20  
      [Jim Saltis 47 Market Street Randwick 2031] 
      email saltisjim@optusnet.com.au 
      phone (02) 9399 9767 
     
• Katsehamos and the Great Idea  
      by Peter Prineas $35 available Plateia Press 
      32 Calder Road, Darlington NSW 2008 
      email plateia@ozemail.com.au 
       phone: (02) 9319 1513 mobile: 0429 322 857 
 
• A phrodite and The Mixed Grill . Greek 

Cafes in Twentieth-Century Australia                                                     
by Toni Risson 130 Woodend Road, 
Woodend QLD 4305.  

         email: s131107@uq.edu.au -$49.95 plus    
         postage & handling. Phone 3281 1525. 
 
• By George , Harris George. Life stories by  
      Harris Tzortzopoulos, parents born Karavas,    
      Kythera. Naval Officer later prominent solicitor 
      in Maryland, USA.  
      Available George Poulos $35  
 
• A Touch of Greece. The Greek Café Owners of         
       Junction St., Nowra by Robyn Florance. 
       phone : 44293564 (BH) 
       Email : rflorance@shoalnet.au 
       $17.50 including handling & postage. 
 
• Journey to Kythera CD-ROM for Apple Mac 

       ActionPoints@hotmail.com or 0417 590 194].�
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Ask about our special accommodation 
packages in Kythera.  Book your Early 
Bird Airfare to Athens Today and Save  

 
Contact Antonia Moskos 
on 1800 242 373 (free call) 
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The new property tax laws in Greece 
NG PIROUNAKIS*  
 
The Greek Government has introduced a bill into Parliament which will make it much easier for Greeks to 
inherit property or buy primary residences.  In particular, it will exempt a primary residence from transfer 
tax for up to 200 square metres. That limit is extended by 25 square metres for every minor dependent the 
purchaser has beyond the second. The bill also introduces a reformed, broader-based, property posses-
sion tax.  
 
Easier to inherit  
First-degree relatives (parents, spouses, children and grandchildren) will be taxed to the tune of just one 
percent on the value of inherited properties, beyond a tax-free threshold of 95,000 euros. (The threshold is 
20,000 euros for second-degree relatives like siblings or step-parents.)  
 
The significance of this provision is twofold. First, the high rates of inheritance tax up to now presented a 
very unpalatable burden in a country where most non-corporate real estate is viewed as a family asset, 
rather than an individual one. Combine this with the fact that in 2001 there corresponded 1.5 dwellings to 1 
Greek household (the highest rate in Western Europe) and consider Greece's ageing society, and you get 
a picture of an expanding inheritance burden.  The situation might also distort the housing market as in 
many cases the inheritors would have no choice but to put some of their inherited properties up for sale, 
thus affecting house prices through increased supply.  
 
Secondly, the heavy inheritance taxes have contributed to the rise of the multi-apartment building in Greek 
cities, as they made it difficult for people to keep inherited, single houses in high-price areas. The taxes 
were an incentive to have the property demolished and built as a high-rise.  
Property possession tax  
 
The bill provides that the reformed property possession tax (ETAK) will apply to all properties beyond one's 
primary residence, provided the latter is not larger than 200m2 (in which case the excess is taxed, accord-
ing to the system of imputed, or "objective", property prices in force in Greece), or not of a value larger 
than 300,000 euros (if it is, the excess is taxed).  
 
Primary residences are tax-exempt up to a value of 300,000 euros (although for the first year that the law 
is in force the exemption will be made on the highest-value residence).  The tax rate is 0.1 percent, or one 
euro per square metre, whichever is greater, with some exceptions.  
 
Up to now the Greek property possession tax was levied on those who possessed properties of relatively 
high value at rates ranging from 0.354 percent to 0.944 percent (on property values over 487,200 euros for 
married couples) and at 0.826 percent (flat) for corporate property. This narrowed the tax base for the 
given tax, throwing up a problem of fairness (a high property value does not necessarily imply a corre-
spondingly high income out of which to pay the tax).  In 2006, for instance, 38,181 individuals paid 2,341 
euros each, on average, towards the possession tax (and 42,498 corporate bodies paid 2,901 euros each) 
- an average of 2,636 euros. Now the government estimates that, excluding the 2.5 million households 
which, it says, will be exempt from the tax, it stands to collect an additional 650 million euros from about 
3.5 million households which will be subject to the tax.  
 
It appears that those 3.5 million households will pay, roughly, 700 million euros towards the tax, or 200 eu-
ros each. Even the government doesn't know the real figure as it lacks accurate data on the distribution 
and value of real-estate wealth in Greece.) As a result, those who up to now were paying, on average, 
2,600 euros for the tax will now pay less than that and, at the same time, tax revenue from this source will 
increase significantly.  
* The author is professor of economics at the American College of Greece  
http://www.athensnews.gr/athweb/nathens.prnt_article?e=C&f=13266&t=01&m=A06&aa=1 
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Transparency, especially that of the glass-enclosed 
Parthenon Gallery, is one of the building’s defining 
qualities. Here, visitors will be able to view the marbles 
in daylight and also see the Parthenon where they 
were originally installed. 
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The New Acropolis Museum is first and foremost a 
museum of natural light, concerned with the presen-
tation of sculptural objects within it.  In the New 
Acropolis Museum, the visitor’s route takes the form 
of a clear three-dimensional loop along a multi-
levelled architectural promenade extending from the 
archaeological excavations to the Parthenon sculp-
tures and back through the Roman period.  Move-
ment in and through time is therefore a crucial di-
mension of architecture and of the New Acropolis 
Museum in particular, through the simple move-
ment of visitors walking or their movement ascend-
ing or descending a staircase or escalator. 
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          20 reasons you know you’re Kytherian 
 
There are a number of websites featuring jokes along the lines “you know you are Greek if …”   
Some of them are actually quite witty.  Well, not to be outdone, the Kytherian Summer Edition  
Newsletter has come with a modified list of tell tale signs that you’re a Kytherian.  So here goes.   
You know you’re Kytherian if … 
 
You call diples xerotiganna 
 
You grew up in a café or milk bar 
 
You consider fava to be a delicacy 
 
You regard the expression “You’re such a Tsirigoti” as a term of endearment 
 
Your idea of interior decorating revolves around the number of neddlework doilies in your house 
 
You regard anyone who is not from Kythera as a xeno or xeni 
 
You only go to restaurants which have horta on the menu 
 
Your family inheritance in Kythera consists almost solely of olive trees and horafia 
 
You name your children after your parents  
 
You warn people of bourinia when a storm is approaching 
 
You first go to the death notices in the Sydney Morning Herald  
 
All five of your male first cousins are named after your grandfather 
 
You still eat vanilla with a spoon from a jar 
 
Your mother is overly protective of the males in the family no matter how old they are 
 
You consider garlic as a main meal 
 
Your idea of a European vacation is six weeks on Kythera 
 
You go to Kythera and spend all the time with other Kytherian-Australians vacationing on the island 
 
Getting married is the only way you can leave home 
 
Your father still tells you to stay alert with the expression “ta matia sou 14” 
 
There is enough food left over at a family gathering to feed a small third world country. 
 
George Vardas 
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