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87th Kytherian Debutante Ball 2009

DATE: SATURDAY 30TH MAY
VENUE: Grand Harbour Ball Room
3rd Floor STAR QIY CASINO
TIME: 7pm to 1lam
BOOKINGS: Kathy Samios 9349 1849
Esther Calliger@344 0298
TICKETS: $185 per person

(DETAILS FOR PURCHASE OF TICKETS ON PAGE 6)

Ball Afterparty

Date: 31 May Time: 1am — 4:30am
Place: Carrington Café.

(See details on page 6)
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The Kytherian Ladies” Auxiliary invites you to a

MOTHERS’DAY MORNING TE4
Thursday, 7" May 2009

VAUCLUSE HOUSE TEA ROOMS
WENTWORTH ROAD, VAUCLUSE

10.00AM — 12.30PM
(see page 5 for details)
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MEMBERS . NO MORE NEWSLETERS IF UNFINANCIAL
(If you have paid for 2009 you should have a receipTo check call Spiro Coolentianos 0418213990)
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KYTHO CALENDAR

Fridays (1st May - 10th July)
Weekly dancing lessons for Term 2.
(see back page for details)

Saturday 2nd May, 2009

Kytherian 4WD Trivia Night (see page 4

Thursday 7th May, 2009
Mothers’ Day Morning Tea (details on

page 5)

Friday 15th May, 2009
Wine & History Night (see page 5)

Sunday17th May , 2009

Agios Theodoros Liturgy Service at St
Michael’'s Greek Orthodox Church,
Crows Nest. (see page 10 for details)

Saturday 30th May, 2009
Kytherian Debutante Ball at Star City
(see details on front page)

Sunday 31st May, 2009
Kytherian Ball After Party
(see details on page 6)

Wednesday 17th June, 2009
Annual General Meeting
(details on page 10)

Friday 24th July, 2009

KYMG's “The Pyjama Party” (see page

for details)

hUms & BUBS

"Mums and Bubs” outings
are held on the last Friday of
each month, for babies and
children up to 5 years. For
more information please call
Erenie on 0410 318 053.

8

Fditor’s Note

April was such a busy month

that it seems like a blur. No 72
it is over and the year is we\tﬁ%
and truly underway. 7
Unfortunately, it was not the

best month as some distressing events
touched our lives.

Any person will tell you that there is no
greater tragedy than to have a child

predecease its parents.
Sadly, in less than a week, we heard of t

weekend and the other, a former soccer
team mate of my son, who suffered a
seizure while playing indoor soccer.

times.
However, it is amazing how such events
make us reassess our priorities. We

time obsessing over trivial matters when

in our lives.

Spare a thought for those unfortunate
families and pray that God gives them
strength and guides them through their
darkest hours.

Kytherian calendar is certainly full,
culminating in our most important fund
raiser, the Annual Debutante Ball.
For anyone who has never attended, it

function, while enabling us to donate
money to worthy charities.

May is also the month that we celebrate
Mother’s Day.

To all our mothers, we wish you a truly
wonderful day!

such tragedies....one of a young man wh
became the last fatality over the Easter Ipng

Life can be so unpredictable and ruthless
suddenly realise that we waste too mucth
e

should be grateful for the wonderful thing

On a lighter note, May is upon us and the
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always proves to be a thoroughly enjoyable
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Anna's Easter

Here on the sunny, flora-covered isle of Kythera, everyone
has been gearing up for the egg-cracking season otherwise
known as Greek Orthodox Easter. Churches have been
white-washed, religious flags are sailing and tender lambs
slaughtered in time for roasting on Easter Sunday. Greece has
buried its scandalful winter and if you ask anyone, all is good!

And good it is indeed. Kythera underwent a transformation
this winter. You could do yoga 4 times a week with the highly
motivating and learned Nataly Wierthaim. The new-blood

of the decade-old Film Society re-introduced a thriving,
controversial cinematic programme to the island, with weekly
screenings in Chora and Potamos while the local Council of
Kythera begrudgingly began weekly art and drama classes.
Local children do not get any creative tuition at all. Its not that
they don't like Picasso: they don't even know who he was!

The Megali Evthomada (the Big Week) leading up to Anastasi
(Resurrection) on Saturday night was a sombre affair. The
fireworks were let off at midnight on Saturday and fortunately
we had no human torch relays. This was then followed by a
pig-out family meal, which usually starts off well but almost
always ends in tears or at least a food-coma by about 2am.

Easter Sunday saw everyone turning the lamb on a spit

in backyards, outdoors and on beaches and dancing the
afternoon away. On Easter Monday cafés were packed with
the sunglassed-weary overfed who sipped on their frappes
The marathon food-gorge had drawn to a close and the
Vincenzo Kornaro left the dock of Diakofti packed with Easter
revellers and the spiritual faithful.

by Anna Cominos (acominos@hotmail.com)

The Red Eggs of Easter

by Maria from Lourandianika

Easter was and is such an important part of my life. Asa
child, | would watch as my mother prepared for this Holy

day, boiling red eggs, and baking the Easter breads with the
red eggs baked into them. On the Sunday, as we prepared

to attend Church at Agia Triatha in the afternoon, there was
such a flurry of excitement. My parents had always bought me
such a pretty new dress, Mary Jane white patent leather shoes
with my ankle socks. Getting dressed in all my finery to attend
Church services was such an exciting time.

My father would join the other Kytherians singing in the
choir. The hymns which were so meaningful to our Christian
Easter. There were few pews in the Church, and the service
long. As a child, | would get so tired standing for such a long
period of time. The Archbishop would address the Kytherian
congregation attending the services. We had always, as we
entered the Church, placed money in the tray, and would

J[zearch

take candles to light, and say a silent prayer, and then we
would pay our respects to the Holy lcon which was located
near the tray of candles, with the sand to collect the wax as
the candles burned.

After the services, over a hundred guests would congregate
at our home. My parents were renowned for their hospitality.
The garden would fill with many loved and respected friends
and relatives, and | would take a basket given to me by my
mother, full of the eggs which she had spent hours dyeing
red. We would then do "skoundri". Many times | would be the
one left with my egg unbroken. There were more eggs than

| could possibly remember. The atmosphere was one of joy
as Kytherian people congregated in our home and garden,
many seeing friends and family members who they had not
seen for months or even years. So many friends and relatives
came from country towns to share this special day.

When | returned to Kythera some years ago accompanied
by my son David, the true meaning of Easter was once again
celebrated in the true spirit of this special Holy day. Seeing

a truck arrive at the guest house where we were staying

full of different cheeses was such a sight. Preparations well
under way for the Easter celebrations. The children from the
neighbouring homes came to ask if we would be attending
midnight Church services. We declined but, the next day, we
also dressed in our finery, which was rare, as our life on the
island was one of casual clothing. | lit a candle for my loved
ones, living and deceased, saying a silent prayer, knowing |
would be heard, and after the services, everyone had such

a feeling of festivity: laughing, mingling, seeing so many
friends and family, having taken time from the days when
they worked so hard, to share this Holy day, dispersing
eventually, to go to their individual homes to share the
wonderful meal which awaited them.

We gathered at our family home for Easter lunch. Such

a wonderful meal, prepared by my cousin Koula, coming
together with other family members, and, as was custom, we
finished our meal with the red eggs, and "skountri”. | again
was the final one to have an unbroken side of an egg.

The following day, we were invited to my best friend Marika's
home for lunch. Marika had never married, worked long
hours, and lived the simple life which made her so happy.
Marika brought many different dishes to the table, and

with my cousins and my son David, we marvelled at the
sumptuous meal she had prepared. David made me so proud
that day, enjoying every dish she put on the table. How many
sacrifices she must have made to place such a sumptuous
feast before us.

by Maria Whyte (nee Marcellos), maria.wwhyte@gmail.com

You are the authors! Kythera-Family.net - the online cultural archive for Kythera - aims to preserve and reflect the rich heritage of a wonderful island.
Members of the community are actively invited to submit their family collection of Kytherian stories, photographs, recipes, oral histories, and home
remedies etc. to the site. Uploading directly to the site is easy and free. Thus we can help make available valuable and interesting material for current and
future generations, and inspire young Kytherians to learn more about their fascinating heritage.
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KYTHERIAN 4WD
& RECREATION

cLuB

The Kytherian 4WD & Recreation Club
together with the Kytherian Soccer Club

present

Annual Charity Trivia Night
2nd May 2009
Randwick Labor Club
135 Alison Road, Randwick
Time: 7.30pm sharp
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Yes, its on again, come along for what in the past has been a 4
great night of fun, entertainment and a great opportunity to :
catch up with old friends. H

Fantastic prizes on offer (including Lucky Door Prize) H
This is a great way to promote your business by donating %
prizes. 4
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Please contact any of the below committee members if you
want to organise a table (max 12 per table).
Bar facilities available. BYO Nibblies. (No BYO drinks). Coffee,
tea and cakes provided.
Entry Fee is $10 per head.

Contacts ;

Peter Tzannes 0419993000,

Gina Ambele 0408429042,

Tina Economy 0430357167,
Victor Alfieris 0407909294,

Spiro Coolentianos 0418213990,
Peter Poulos 0409 666 238,
Dennis Coolentianos 0417230743,

Emmanuel Alfieris 0410305805
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: The Kytherian Ladies’ Auxiliary invites you to a i

i
i I

1
i !/ I
; MOTHER.S DAY MORNING TE4 i
! i

i
: 2 i
| & |
| |
i . i
i Thursday, 7" May 2009 i
! VAUCLUSE HOUSE TEA ROOMS i
E WENTWORTH ROADVAUCLUSE i
: 10.00AM — 12.30PM i
! COST : $45 i
! Includes: High Tea enjoying the beautiful Gardens bVaucluse House !
i Free parking !

i
: BOOKINGS: Rene Condoleon - 9363 5915 i
) Mary Moutzouris - 9310420 i
: Matina Samios - 96652R !

1
i I
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___________________________________ -

THE HELLENIC CLUB LTD INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

i
i
i
i A WINE & HISTORY NIGHT
At the Hellenic Club Restaurant
i Level 5, 251-253 Elizabeth Street Sydney
i FRIDAY 15™ MAY, 2009 (7.30PM)
i Our Special Guest Speaker
PROFESSOR NICK DOUMANIS
i (History Lecturer at UNSW & Author of numerous Gkddistory Publications)
i BAROSSA VALLEY’S GRANT BURGE WINES
i (WINNER OF EVERY MAJOR TROPHY & MEDAL IN AUSTRALIA)
i The evening will be complemented by wine tasting
i DINNER MENU
i will comprise
i COUNTRY GREEK SALAD
Entrée - FRIED CALAMARI or GRILLED OCTOPUS
i Main — SHOULDER OF LAMB OVEN BAKED or GRILLED CHICEN BREAST WITH MUSHROOM SAUCE
i (all served with seasonal vegetables)
i Dessert - CREME CARAMEL
TEA/COFFEE
i and of course GRANT BURGE WINES
i
i
i
i

TICKETS - $60
Please RSVP to the Office at the Hellenic Club d68€5792 with credit card details
Capacity is limited

H . come cHme CHme CHme CHMS CHMSCHN CHNSCHNS CHRS CHESCHESCHNS - CHIe CHNSCHESCHESCHESCHNeCHNS CHES CHESCHECHNe CHNe CHNSCHES-CHESCHES- CHNe- CHNSCHmeCHRS
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5 2009 Kytherlan Ball Debutante After g
| i
g Party. g
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i Please join the Debutantes and their partners to party on after :
E the 2009 Kytherian Ball. i
| i
E Date: Sunday 315t May, 2009 i
| i
E Time: 1:30am = 4:30am i
| i
E Yenue: The €arrington €afé, 50 €arrington St Sydney. i
| i
E Cost: $15 per person i
| i
| Tickets: Chrisy Lekkas: 0417 459535 or 47592326 i
i i
i Terase Calligeros: 0418245874 :
i i
i Esther Calligeros: 0419 291639 :
i .
i |
i .
N
_________________ i,

Purchase of Kytherian Ball Tickets

i
i

i

i

i Friday 15/5/09 at Greek Dancing, Matraville Highh8al

: Sunday 17/5/09 at Sth Coogee Primary School, 5.600@pm
: Friday 22/5/09 at Greek Dancing, Matraville Highh8al

i Wednesday 27/5/09 at Star City Ballroom, 3rd floor

i

i Friday 29/5/09 at Greek Dancing, Matraville Highh8al

i
i
i

Enquiries: Kathy Samios - 0410 491849

. comsCHmeCHMS CHmeCHNSCHNS CHNS CHNS CHNC CHNeCHNSCHESCHES CHRSCHES-CHES-CHESCHNS.CHES CHESCHNe-CHESCHNS CHNeCHNe CHNS CHNS. CHES. CHES-CHES-CHRS-CHme.CHmSCHRS &
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CLAY TARGET
SHOOTING

EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST SOUGHT

Anyone wishing to sample the sportabdy target shooting now has the opportunityl
to do so. Due to the authorities finally relaxthg appropriate laws, any unlicensed?
person can go to a registered gun club and gadrit as long as they sign a
declaration and are accompanied by a licensed shoot

i
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i Agroup of regular licensed shooters, many bemgng Kytherians, who have

i shown an interest in organising an event whereameexclusively hire the entire
i Gun Club, can hold a “Fathers & Sons” style contjmeti This would involve a

i quick lesson, 2 rounds of 25 targets each and a.EB®@e of our local gun shops,
I which are owned and operated by Greeks, have gihnensupport to the event by
I way of some prizes to be won on the day. Propoagaduill be a Sunday from say
I 10am to around 3pm. Cost will be approximately g&bparticipant which includes
: BBQ, clay targets & shells for the 2 rounds andpteetice session.

i

i
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i
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i

The Gun Club will be the Sydney Branch of NSW &i&lGame which is located at i
Heathcote Road Menai (2 km north of the interseatiblllawarra & Heathcote i
Roads). This club undertakes what is known as “kited field” or “sporting clays” |
where the targets are set up in bushland and mimfdogame such as rabbits, ducks,?
driven birds etc. It is a lot of fun set in bushdaurroundings. | am sure there are !
many Dads or Granddads out there who would lowshtwlder their favourite
shotgun again and have their sons, daughters ndkjds by their side.

In order to organise this event we first needrtovk what level of interest exists, the;
numbers of licensed participants and the numbshofguns available.

Please contact any of the following people to lodg®ur interest in
participating.

- John Tzannes 0409605245 jtzpack@ozen@in.au
- Arthur Conomos 0418291692 arthur.conomost@am.telstra.com
- Nick Malanos 0400804791 nick.malanos@wsells.net.au

Once we have sufficient numbers wié aointact you to set a date.

H . come cHme CHme CHmECHmSCHMSCHRSCHNS CHNeCHNS CHESCHESCHENSCHNe CHNSCHES-CHES.CHESCHESCHNe CHES CHES-CHESCHENs-CHNeCHNS-CHES-CHESCHE-CHNeCHNe CHmeCHRS
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The Kytherian Young Mothers Group
proudly presents

She Pusi JM@
You %@aw Desamt OF

B b b s s o o o o o b b b o o

Wake up everybody, the KYMG has organised a pyjtramed game
night. Armed with a pillow, children will be placeql groups of elght
and will compete to make their dreams come true.

‘When: Friday, 24 July, 2009

(Where: Cloud Nine Headquarters

CBC Sports Centre
74-76 Captain Cook Drive, Caringbah

5m Bedtime 6pm-9pm

‘Dresa: Twilight Couture
Pyjamas, Slippers, Dressing gowns andBBSENTIAL pillow

Cat: $25 includes 3 hours of exciting games and

challenges;
Sumptuous Nightime Feast;
Prizes and Treats;

. Kindergarten till Year 6
Avoid the nightmare, don’t be a sleepy head

@WL @GXO?IMA:

Matina Coolentianos: 0404 369 631
Maria Coolentianos: 0409 639 897

e X X % Xp Re Np X N X N Xp Ne N X e N Xp Ne N X N % Xp Re Np X X % Xp Re N N X X N Xp Ne N X 0 N Xp Ne N X X % X Re N X X X 0 X N N X

Rp R N Xp R N Xp N X Xe X X Xp N X Xp N X Xp 0 X Xp X X Xp X X Xp % X Xp X X 0P X X 0P % X X

PAGAGASASASAGASAGASASASAGASAGASASASASASASASASASASASASA DAL DA A SA L Adie
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Trip Report

Turon Gates
10", 11 & 12™ April 2009.

KYTHERIAN 4WD
& RECREATION
cLuB

4 4
4 4
4 %
4 4
4 4
4 &
4 4
: :
4 4
4 %
4 &
4 4
4 4
: It was the most attended camp in the history of Kytherians’ Camping, in :
Turon Gates. There were over 80 people plus our camp mascot, Louie %
4 the dog. We had 34 children attend, the youngest being Victoria 4
# Tzannes who is 8 months old, a super effort. ]
% This trip was memorable for its culinary delights ranging from a beer 4
: batter damper, made by Harry Levantis to a lovely birthday cake to :
% celebrate Sophia Poulos’ birthday. Also, pot roasts in camp ovens H
4 seemed to be very popular with John Tzannes, John Faros and Peter 4
4 Poulos cooking up a storm. John Faros also provided a tasty appetiser $
: of freshly caught yabbies from the (ferocious) Turon River. :
We believe the greatest ever bon fire from Turon Gates has been
A achieved by the boys from the Kytherian Soccer team. The boys claimed :
H the fire was to have reached a height of twenty metres, but H
4 unfortunately as young boys, it was big but their flame extinguished 4
% quickly. %
% The little rain we had, did not deter the first time campers. ]
% The ‘roughing it’ camping award goes to Emmanuel Alfieris and Spiro  #
Coolentianos and their respective families, whose five star cabin did not :
have air conditioning and TV reception, but acted as a good kafenio %
stop off.
Sophia’s coffee readings were as usual the highlight for the women’s :
kotsombolio club. &
% The committee would like to thank all those who attended and assisted #
in making this such a successful and fun event. :
&
4
4
4
4
4
%
4
4
&
4
7
4
4
7
4

%
4
%
%
4
4
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
4
%
%
4
%
%
)
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: i

The following poem was sent to us by past I
president, Mr Peter Vanges. AGIOS —I—I_I EODODOS I
Tou Kytheron '

May is the month we celebrate Kythera’s Agios !
Theodoros. For those readers who are not familidr
with the life of this Saint, Mr Peter D.Vanges's |

HNaldyopo.

(To otoyymmpéve kiotpo.)

O k6op0¢ Aéel ThS oTolYEINGE book “Kythera” informs us of some of his i
Kai i apyd Ta Bpddua miraculous powers. i
OOV KAGEPOU 1A RO Agios Theodorosis acclaimed with having i

R transformed the many snakes on the island from j

poisonous snakes to non-venomous ones.
This year, the Divine Liturgy Service for Agios
Theodoros will be held &t Michael's Greek
Orthodox Church, 49-59 Holterman Street,
Crows Neston 17th May. Refreshments will be
served after the Service.

TWG CKEAETOL ayopnvov

pe ta onedd (oopévor

He uioog KU' aicbnuo aypyumv. ..
Bovfoi depoviapévol

.
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i aUTOVE oY Eivel KAEIGUEVOL
i OKOLLOL TOAERODY,
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
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Qp0 VoL IOV VL KOPEGTOUV
Ol TPIGKATUPULEVOL,

- geOALsPOS.

BAémelg Kamvoug pAhYES QOTIEG
(POVEG UKOVG CTUPUKTIKE

Kaive TOU KAGTPO TO1 EKKATGIES
HE TOL ¥PUOEG KOPTAVEC,.

Muavadeg VIEG TEVTAHOPPES
HE TO Hwpd 6TV TAGT
LéG” oTol YKpepol to Babn
o1 Blémelg va mndovv.

Méypt kai 6MEPn EKEL OTIC YOP® KOPPLPLES
avOp®TOD PPOVILLOD, TO TOOL VOYTI OEV TOLTC
oUTE 6TO0 KaoTpov TIS Pabelic TIC pepaTIES
KOTOUEGTUEPO, LATL TOTE KOITAEL,

IMari... To kGotpo otoiyeiwos
KU apyd vidbeg ta Bpadu,
oTOU KAGTPOL T PULAdLLL
...TO ¥Gpov OV YLpVA.

iﬂo CNEe NS CEEe NN NS CEEe CEEe CEEe CEE OEEe CERe CEe Omme o omme R iﬂ. OENe [OENe OEN+ [OENe OENe [OENe OENe [ENe OEN+ [OENe OENe [OENe OENe [N+ [OENe [OENe OENe DENe

..

2009 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
For
KYTHERIAN ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA
&
KYTHERIAN BROTHERHOOD of AUSTRALIA

Wednesday 17th June 200%t Maroubra RSL, Cnr Anzac Parade & Haig St,
Maroubra at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start.

Any enquiries: Victor Kepreotis - 0408 216108, Katix Samios - 0410 491849

ESEOTICE OFAGM)

itl- CENe CENs OENe [ENe [ENe OENe [ENs OENe [ENe [ENe OENe [EEs OENe [ENe [ENe OENe [ENs OENe [ENe [ENe [ENe OENs OENe [ENe OENe [ENe [ENs CENe OENe OENe CENe CEEs Cume B
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Kytherian Mothers Group Event -
Strike Bowling at Fox Studios

A wonderful time was had by all at the Ten-
pin bowling event held on 22nd April, 2009,
The highest score achievers overall were
Nathan Samios, with 134, Erika Cassimatis
with 131 and Dionisia with 130 - well done!
There were pizzas and drinks for the hard
work ol bowling in a straight line!

The winners from each lane were:

Lane Score Name

| 112 Mitchell Coolentianos
2 [34  Nathan Samios

3 [13  Jason Stewart

4 97 Harry Kremisis

5 124 James Sarikas

6 98 Zara Penkliss

7 95 Tim Coolentianos
8 107 Reenie Condoleon
9 [14  Alexandra Levonis
10 131 Erika Cassimatis

11 130 Dionisia

Cool Bowling guys!

Thanks to Stella Cominos for the great pics.

Hope to see you again next time.

KYMG.
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S0Cidl NEWS

Bixths

5

Congratulations t&tavro & Dianne Sofiosof Bangor who @L. .
recently welcomed daught&iivia, a little sister folEmily. i
Olivia is the third grandchild favlick & Gloria Sofios of

Belmore and second f@&eter & Lorraine Phillips of Dubbo.

Na sas zisi!

Congratulations to proud paremsb & Angela Naderon the birth of their
first child, a daughtet,eena Georgia First grandchild foCon & Helen
Bekiaris andJim & Shamira Nader andgreat grandchild of past
committee member, tHeate George Victor Psaltis& Georgia Psaltis

andAnthony & Angela Bekiaris.
Na sas zisi!

KYTHERIAN DEBUTANTE BALL - 30TH MAY, 2009

Matron of Honour

Debutante

Alaina Calligeros

Nicole Marie Frelingos
Angelique Karefylakis
Jennifer Lekkas

Larissa Michailidis
Katerina Anna Papadakis
Melanie Savvidis

Katrina Faros

Flower Girls

Christina Aroney
Donna-Marie Tsakiridis
Christiana Coolentianos
Victoria Alfieris

Toula Varipatis

Partner

elfer Cassim
Georgealligeros
Petdfarefylakis
eker Magiros
Adrew Tzannes
Adam Niabtlas Papadakis
iddolas Symeou
Byron Economos

Page Boys

Mhael Preneas
Nichola Stamatakos
Michaénastasiou

Peter Masselos
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gtaduationb

Congratulations télexis and Marika Conomosof Kingsford who
graduated on the #4April from the University of New South Wales in
Bachelor of Psychology with Honouslexis and Marika are the twin
daughters oArthur & Alice Conomos. Their grandparents ar€on &
Marika Tzannes of Pagewood andlexandra & the Late Peter Conomosof
Kensington. The twins will be taking a long earmediday to Europe and Kythers
before proceeding onto their Masters Degree.

We wish them both all the best as they embarkeir thosen career.

Congratulations t&¥ana Belogiannis daughter oVictor & Kathy Kepreotis of
Bardwell Valley, who also graduated on 24th Adribm Macquarie University
with a Postgraduate Diploma in Psychologqv e
Yana is the granddaughter afohn &
Maria Vardas of Kingsgrove andoreen
& the Late Leslie Kepreotisof Maroubra.

(These three little girls
have certainly come a
long way.)
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Departing for abroad: Reminiscences of Kytherian
migration by a naval agent
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' The well-known Kytherian academic and researcher, Calypso Michalakaki, chose an
I interesting subject for the paper which she delivered at the Third International
i Kytheraismos Symposium. Her father. And the topic: The personal experiences of a
i naval agent on Kythera, Christos Michalakakis (pictured above with his daughter),
i regarding Kytherian migration and the relatives left behind.
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Christos Michalakakis worked for many years arranging for Kytherians to leave the
island and migrate by ship to distant shores in search of fortune and a better life.
Now retired, and content with a more sedentary life on the island, Christos’
reminiscences have been relayed by his daughter in a most insightful way.

Personal memory, based on the work of Paul Connerton in How Societies
Remember, refers to individual and particular memory claims that take as their
objects one’s life history. Personal memories and experiences are a vital component
of our collective cultural memory. It is the personal memories and experiences of
Christos Michalakakis and people like him which provides a valuable contribution to
the study of Kytherian migration.

The background to this story is well known. Kytherian immigration to Australia and
America during the twentieth century had as its forerunner the migration waves to
places such as Smyrna and Alexandria. The largest migration waves swept towards
Australia as the island could not sustain its population.

Christos Michalakakis recalls the Kytherian migrants who were leaving for Australia
and who would converge on Agia Pelagia with their relatives at a time when it was
the principal port on the island. Christos recalls that they used to come from all
over the island to his office to arrange their sea passage, initially to Piraeus and then
invariably to Australia.
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One incident, in particular, was vividly recalled. Christos remembers one young boy
came to him, crying, and pleading with him that when his mother asked for a ticket,
the agent was not to issue the ticket because the young lad wanted to stay in
Kythera. Prospective immigrants were often faced with this last-minute dilemma:
Kythera and poverty or foreign land and wealth.

Mr Michalakakis also recalls scenes of departure and pain. When the ship finally
dropped anchor and the small boats started to load their passengers there were
tearful scenes on the pier at Agia Pelagia with the soon-to-be migrants embracing
their parents and relatives. As they boarded the ship they would wave their
handkerchiefs at those left on shore who waved back. The agents and boat owners
would console the relatives left behind not knowing if they would ever see their loved
ones again. This was a scene that was played out numerous times.

As this eyewitness testimony bears out, the pier, the boats, the positioning of the
ship, the migrants gathering on the deck to wave at their relatives and the symbolic
waving of handkerchiefs represented basic elements in the departure of the
immigrant. So much so that even the pier at Agia Pelagia represented a symbol of
the recording of emotions and feelings of those left behind on the island. The
immediate link was the professional agent and the boat operators as the scenes of
departure and heartache were played out before them like a movie.
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I Some Kytherians left on their own; or with the whole family or with two or three
I members only. The immigrants were of all ages (young and old) and both men and
i women. The period between 1945 and1960 was a period of major overseas
i migration with the most popular destination being Australia followed by America.
i
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Calypso recited a famous poem by the Kytherian folkloric poet, Panos Fyllis (which,
although reproduced in English, still manages to convey the hurt and anguish of the
Kytherian mother seeing her child depart):

When you return from overseas, my son
My beloved son
I will now longer be living
My beloved son you will find me,
Down in the ground
When you return from overseas,
My beloved son

The feelings on separation were different for those who left from Kythera looking for
a better life, because in reality they were travelling to the unknown. And different
emotions for those who remained behind, particularly the parents who sent their
children to foreign lands and who felt a greater pain.

The personal recollections of agents such as Christos Michalakakis underscore the

emotions of departure and are an important aspect of the history and study of
Kytherian migration.

George Vardas
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PANAYOTIS FATSEAS:
KYTHERIAN FACES, 1920 - 1938

by JOHIN STATHATOS

anayotis Fatseas (1888-1938) was

the first professional Kytherian

photographer, throush whice

studie in Livadi passed mamy
Eytherians seeking to have their porirait
taken; some on their way to Australia or
the USA, ofhers to send a precious image
of parents  wife or children fo the enxzrant
meany thowsamnds of nules aveay.

Wiken he deed, Fuisess el belind an archive
consisting ol seversl thousand glass negaines
Forgotien lor decades, ihe archive wis pesrmed of e
very ksl moment By the Eovihera Cullumal Association
sl restored thanis o e gEnerous sporecrship ol
Arggeko and Johin Solams ol Svdney

In ehraary 2008, & major exiisioon of Fatseas
work was presenisd M the prestigions  Henak
Niuseum m Alhens under ihe wile "Faces ol Kythem
1919, pEmcling many thousands of vewers
20l enthusieti cnibe s resporess. | he o hsbinon ns
socompanied by the publication of a high-qualey
monaEraph inGiresk, whach included 122 Pall-page
duoctone illusirations and amn exiensive essay by e
exhibition curaior, photopmpher md pholopmphic
hisionan Joqn Sishatos. Bollowing e soccess
ol the Giresk edition, “HPanmeots Faiseas: Feaces ol
Eythern, 192019098 is mow being poblished in oan
Exiplish &

i eRAibiion 5 mol Merely an imheresing
addiion o e hiwory of pholograpiy, bl @
revekaiion. Sie selfSmngnr Awherien wilo Soances
the inlamdy it pholographic st cowdd be
inctieted amcng the fve best ek photogrankers
af the first balf of the 2000 comary™ - Margarita
Powrmara, boalRimsenin rewspap=r.

e AyMsrany pastograpned By Felsaas o
nal saem Lk MpErsonad S, Fpmaalic Feriaps
af some ncsialgioally wWewed panl, DUl pressree

MANAYOTES FATSEAS

Relr maivEen pernomaiiies. DAe fed or Dree
OOV WARET WRICA Moy pakd e pAsiographer
fatrm cull o Rave Beewm @ pood Imvesimsenl, sinse
mioppsids ke postcand-siged prinky mated I
a father or som in Ausrela, they were - ol
nsliiiegly — aise purchecing a sessll raciion
off immartaliy. Mot ot hecause dheir faces have
Fravelied Gown e Poars fs regch s, oul acowe
qd Sesgnre e pasiogrophery alohemy proves
sl et before fhese miractlmuesly resurrected
FRNGERIReE, W pange (MPSRMETNY e Sy
el Imags and womseEr wWio ey WerE, oW
they dved amd wha! passed before thelr epes.”
— Jobm misthaocs

Hurd-bound, Lodk pp., 2895 x 2530w, primed

I deotone. Avelabde moAusiralin ol o cost ol
AS580 per volume, ples A%12 postage, from
Gipogpe L. Pomlos” transoz &= b gpond. nel. sa

FPho 4] 2 U5HE H3 20

oL Angekn Mofans: il ol Rbom i LS e 2o B
Fax: &1 T 90 ]

SPECIAL DISCOUNT OF $10 for the purchasers of the first 50 books.

SPECIAL PRICE: $70
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Books & CD'’s for sale -

can be purchased from the
Kytherian Association of Australia:

History of Kythera by Peter Vanges $30

The Greeks in Queensland-A History from 1859
to 1945by Denis A Conomos (RRP $49.95)

Ta Tessera Spitia by Jim Saltis $20

[Jim Saltis 47 Market Street Randwick 2031]
email saltisjim@optusnet.com.au

phone (02) 93999767

Katsehamos and the Great Idea

by Peter Prineas $35 available Plateia Press

32 Calder Road, Darlington NSW 2008

email plateia@ozemail.com.au

phone (02) 9319 1513 Mobile: 0429 322 857

Aphrodite and The Mixed Grill . Greek
Cafes in Twentieth-Century Australia

by Toni Risson 130 Woodend Road,
Woodend QLD 4305.

email : s131107@ug.edu.au -$49.95 plus
postage &handling. Phone 32811525.

By George, Harris George. Life stories by
Harris Tzortzopoulos, parents born Karavas,
KytheraNaval Officer later prominent solicitor
in Maryland, USA.

Available George Poulos $35

A Touch of Greece. The Greek Café Owners of
Junction St., Nowray Robyn Florance.

phone : 44293564 (BH)

Email : rflorance@shoalnet.au

$17.50 including handling & postage.

Journey to Kythera CD-ROM for Apple Mac
ActionPoints@hotmail.com or 0417 590 194].

CULTURAL ARCHIVE
WEBSITE FOR KYTHERA

Kythera-Family.net
http://www.kythera-family.net

Donations can be sent directly to:

The Treasurer

Kytherian Association of Australia
PO Box A203

Sydney South NSW 1235

Cheques should be made out to:
Kytherian Association of Australia -
Kythera Family Website Account

More information about sponsorship can
also be obtained by contacting:

George C Poulos H
Ph: 02 9388 8320 H

Email: transoz@bigpond.net.au

©x

; ©

I Angelo Notaras M
©

H Ph: 02 9810 0194
O—

Please forward any items you wishdortzluded in our Newsletter to
The EDITOR
PO Box A203
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235

or

kaanewsletter@optusnet.com.au

Please Note
Those submitting articles to this Newslettex advised that these articles may
appear on th&ythera-Family.netvebsite.
The deadline for articles is the 23rd of each month
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Kytherian Association of Australia

=

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| VISIT US ONLINE! |
I Keep up-to-date with all the latest KAA news & information I
| |
| |
| |
| |

as well as details of our upcoming events,
Logon now & tell us what you think;

feedback@kytherianassociabion.com.au

Enquiries: Peter Samios

‘ GREEK. DANCING CLASSES 2009
|
|

FRIDAYS 1st MAY - 10th JULY
(TERM 2)

Sts, Matraville.

I Infants 7.00pm-
| 7.45pm

Primary 7.45pm-
8.30pm

Junior High School 8.30pm-9.15pm
Senior Group 9.15pm-

‘
[
[
Matraville High School Cnr Anzac Pde & Franklin ‘
[
i
[
10.15pm i



